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DAY OF REMEM-

BRANCE HIGHLIGHTS 
 Thursday 2/25: Hero speaks 

during a Creighton DOR Event 

7:30pm Harper Center 

 Friday 2/26: Hero serves as 

guest of honor at an Omaha 

JACL Chapter dinner     

6:30pm Pasta Amore 
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The chapter would like to 

see as many JACLers as 

possible attend these two 

events as DOR has been 

occurring nationwide since 

1981 to acknowledge the 

anniversary of the signing of 

Executive Order 9066.  This 

will be the 5th year Creigh-

ton University has hosted a 

DOR event and JACL is 

proud to be a partner. 

Creighton University’s an-

nual Day of Remembrance 

event will again be co-

sponsored by the Omaha 

JACL.   

Please see the two inserted 

flyers for more information 

and be sure to pass it on so 

that we can have a great 

turn-out and representa-

tion for these important 

events! 

On Thursday, February 25 

special guest Hero Shiosaki, 

who is a World War II vet-

eran from the 442nd regi-

ment, will speak at Creigh-

ton’s Harper Center from 

7:30-9:00pm.  The evening 

will include showing of ex-

cerpts from the movie 

“Honor Bound.” Hero will 

talk about his experiences in 

the 442nd Regimental Com-

bat Team. 

And we are lucky enough 

for a “double header” as the 

next night, Friday,  Febru-

ary 26, Omaha JACL will 

host a special Chapter Din-

ner with Hero as  the guest 

speaker.  This will be at 

Pasta Amore restaurant and 

will be a special opportunity 

for all JACL members, 

friends and family to experi-

ence. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SAVE THE DATE! 

 Saturday, April 3rd: 

Spring Picnic.  For the 

2nd year, join Omaha 

JACL in Elmwood 

Park for fun (hopefully) 

in the sun as we grill, 

play yard games and 

have an Easter Egg 

Hunt. 

 May—TBD: Omaha 

JACL Graduation 

Luncheon 

 June 30th—July 4th: 

National JACL Con-

vention - “Embracing 

Change” in Chicago, 

Illinois 

 JACL’s Midwest Dis-

trict has a current pro-

ject to capture Oral His-

tories  of World War II 

experiences.  Anyone in 

Omaha interested in 

volunteering for this 

project to share a piece 

of Japanese- American 

history, please contact 

Omaha JACL 

Notes from the 

Chapter Board 

OMAHA JACLõS NEXT EVENT: D.O.R. 



It is that time of year to remind 

all of our members and encourage 

participation in JACL’s wonderful 

scholarship program.  Entering col-

lege freshmen and some continuing 

college students are eligible to apply 

for both local and national JACL 

scholarships for the 2010-2011 aca-

demic year.  

Interested applicants should visit 

the National JACL website: http://

www.jacl.org/edu/scholar.htm for 

more information. All applicants 

must use the 

National 

JACL docu-

ments to 

apply for 

scholarships 

and double-

check that 

all support-

ing materi-

als (e.g., 

letters of 

recommendation, official transcripts, 

test scores, and written essays) are 

included. Incomplete applications 

may not be considered.  

The Omaha JACL's 2010-2011 

Scholarship Committee (consisting of 

board members Andrea Butler, Ra-

chel Endo, and Sheri Uno) will blind-

review all applicants using a standard 

scoring sheet. The three criteria for 

awarding monies include: (1) local 

JACL involvement (or with other 

Asian Pacific American organiza-

tions), (2) academic achievement, 

and (3) leadership in the community 

and school. 

 

Category I: National JACL Scholar-

ships 

To be eligible for a national 

JACL scholarship, the applicant must 

be a JACL youth member (i.e., sepa-

rate from family membership) at the 

time of application. Please visit: 

http://www.jacl.org/edu/

scholar.htm for more information on 

available scholarships and eligibility 

requirements. Completed applica-

tions must be postmarked  to the 

chapter  no later than Monday, 

March 1, 2010.  After Chapter re-

view, it will be forwarded on to the 

National Committee 

 

Category II: Omaha JACL Scholar-

ships (awards range from $200-

$5,000) 

To be eligible for an Omaha 

JACL scholarship, the youth appli-

cant's family must have been Omaha 

JACL members for at least three 

years. The applicant will fill out the 

National JACL Scholarship applica-

tion and send to the chapter contact. 

Completed applications must be post-

marked no later than Saturday, May 

2, 2010. 

Please send all scholarship appli-

cation materials by the specified due 

date to: 

Rachel Endo 

JACL Scholarships 

College of Saint Mary 

7000 Mercy Road 

Omaha, NE 68106 

Each applicant will receive an e-mail 

confirmation upon receipt of the ap-

plication. Questions about applica-

tion procedures or eligibility require-

ments may be directed to Rachel 

Endo at r@rkendo.com.     

March 1ñ Post-mark Deadline for submission to Chapter for National JACL Scholarship consideration 

May 1ñ Post-mark Deadline for submission to Chapter for Omaha JACL Scholarship consideration 
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JACL members, friends 

and families gather 

around the tree and wait 

for their turn to see 

Santa. 

The annual Omaha JACL holiday 

party was held on Sunday December 

13, 2009.   

For those that braved the icy roads to 

join the festivities, the new location at 

Royal Wood On-the-Green apart-

ments provided an evening of holiday 

spirit.  (Thank you again to Rachel 

Ishii and family for recommending 

the venue and handling the reserva-

tions for the JACL!)   

There was plenty of room for social-

izing and the Christmas tree beauti-

fully filled the room.   

Luckily, our caroling was loud 

enough to bring a visit from Santa so 

that the younger and older guests 

alike could get in their last minute 

requests and the usual chocolate 

filled candy cane.   

There was a great mix of familiar and 

new faces and of course plenty of 

food in our potluck that none went 

home hungry! 

MORE SNAPSHOTS OF THE HOLIDAY PARTY 

The Omaha JACL dance troupe performed 

in front of the famous tree at Union Station.  

The girls gave a great show of their tradi-

tional Japanese dances.   

In addition, the chapter had a  display table 

and gave out Japan stamps to festival atten-

dees to help fill their “passports.”   

MUSEUMõS ANNUAL ETHNIC FESTIVAL HAS HIGHEST EVER ATTENDANCE  

As Omaha JACL has done for many years, 

again in 2009 the chapter was a participant in 

the Durham Western heritage Museum’s Eth-

nic Holiday Festival.   

On Friday, December 4, the fun, educational 

and successful event brought in the most peo-

ple in its history.   

Omaha JACLõs most recent events included the Ethnic Holiday Festival and Annual chapter Holiday Party 
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Sammy Uno had dad Kai there for 

reassurance during his first ever Santa 

experience. 

2009 HOLIDAY PARTY: OLD FRIENDS, NEW VENUE 

Left: Jeri Endo and Rose 

Ishii 

Right: Richard Takechi 

and Emiko Unno 



Omaha JACL 

 

Omaha JACL Board Members: 

 

President: Richard Takechi 

dtakechi@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: Sheri Uno 

sheriuno@tconl.com 

 

Secretary: Sharon Ishii-Jordan 

ishii_jordan@htomail.com 

 

V.P. Membership: Rachel Endo 

r@rkendo.com 

 

V.P. Programs: Andrea Butler 

andreakparker@hotmail.com 

About Our Organizationé 
Founded in 1929, the Japanese American Citizens League is the oldest and largest 
Asian American civil rights organization in the United States.  The JACL is a na-

tional organization whose ongoing mission is to secure and maintain the civil rights of 

Japanese Americans and all others who are victimized by injustice and bigotry. The 
leaders and members of the JACL also work to promote cultural, educational and so-
cial values and preserve the heritage and legacy of the Japanese American community. 

There are 113 JACL chapters nation-wide.   

Founded in June 1946, Omaha was the 51st chapter in the JACL. 

òAware of our responsibilities as the oldest and largest Asian Pacific American civil rights organization, JACL 

strives to promote a world that honors diversity by respecting values of fairness, equality and social justice.ó 

Omaha JACL 

c/o Andrea Butler 

10658 Potter Street 

Omaha, NE  68122 


